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Mr Chairman,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

, Montenegro


, 

and Albania

, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine, the Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia, 

align themselves with this statement. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Member States of the European Union have always attached great importance to 

peacekeeping as a core task of the Organisation and will continue to do what is necessary to 

ensure that UN peacekeeping is effective and serves the need of maintaining peace and security 

in a rapidly changing international environment. The Member States of the European Union also 

fully support all steps taken by the Secretary-General, the Secretariat and the Security Council to 

address sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeepers, which cast a cloud on the integrity of 

the entire UN. We would like to take this opportunity to commend the hard work and 

commitment of all UN personnel involved in the difficult task of peacekeeping. We also pay 

tribute to all those who have lost their lives while serving in a UN peacekeeping mission. 

As the largest collective financial contributors to peacekeeping, the Member States of the 

European Union attach great importance to the peacekeeping partnership and effective 

collaboration between all member states as contributors to UN Peacekeeping and the Secretariat 

itself. In that spirit we will closely examine the budgets of all the peacekeeping missions, as well 

as the support functions, with a view to providing them with adequate financing to carry out their 

mandates. 

The Secretary-General’s proposed budgets for peacekeeping missions for the financial period 

2016/2017 amounts to $8.3 billion. The Member States of the European Union continue to be 

committed to providing the necessary resources for peacekeeping missions to fulfil their 

mandates. However, while we note that at this particular juncture the overall resource level is not 
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increasing – also due to the impact of external cost factors – our goal must be to promote strict 

budgetary discipline and to ensure that resources are truly needed and used effectively, 

efficiently and in a transparent way. 

In that respect, we will closely look at the effects and benefits accrued from reform initiatives 

like UMOJA and the Global Field Support Strategy. We also attach great importance to the 

support architecture of UN peacekeeping and its scalability and interoperability, in particular in 

relation to the support account, the Regional Service Centre in Entebbe and the Global Service 

Centre in Brindisi, taking into account their respective roles, in line with the relevant resolutions 

of the General Assembly. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Member States of the European Union continue to engage in the modernisation of the 

United Nations, in particular in the field of peace and development. We will continue to 

contribute actively to the implementation of the recommendations of the High-level Independent 

Panel on Peace Operations as presented in SG report A/70/357. We support the United Nations 

in its endeavours to create a more holistic approach towards peace and security, with particular 

attention to conflict prevention and mediation as well as the protection of civilians. 

Mr. Chairman, 

We wish to restate our concern at the late submission of documents and we recall GA resolution 

70/247 of 23 December 2015, where we requested the Secretary-General "to transmit reports to 

the Advisory Committee no later than two weeks in advance of its scheduled consideration of 

items so as to ensure that the Committee will, in turn, provide its advice to the General Assembly 

no later than two weeks in advance of formal introduction of an item, with an exception for 

revised estimates and programme budget implications arising in the course of the main part of 

the session of the Assembly". Today, and with the experience of the first resumed in mind, we 

have to acknowledge that this issue needs a structural and holistic response based on a broader 

assessment of the calendar of meetings and the timing of documentation coming before both the 

Fifth and the Advisory Committee. 

Mr Chairman, 



Let me repeat our strong and unequivocal support for the 2030 Agenda and the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda adopted last summer. As previously stated, the Member States of the European 

Union believe that the Fifth Committee must make its decision on this important matter based on 

the availability of sound and comprehensive reports by the Secretary-General and the ACABQ. 

In our view established practice would imply dealing with the item during the main session of 

UNGA 71. However, should the Bureau decide otherwise, all accompanying measures must be 

taken to allow its proper discussion, including sufficient meeting time and full interpretation 

during the present session, in line with standard practices of the Fifth Committee.  

As mentioned in our letter addressed to you, dated 20 April 2016, we are concerned about the 

very limited time allotted to the Committee in May given the overloaded programme of work 

ahead of us and considering that for several years now, we have been unable to conclude the 

session on time. 

We do believe that concluding our proceedings within the allocated time is a collective objective 

and in this regard we expect that no stone will be left unturned to find a lasting structural solution 

for future sessions.  

For the upcoming session, let me first point out that we greatly value your skilful guidance and 

that of the Bureau and the Secretariat in leading us through the agenda with the aim of finishing 

this session on time. We would like to support your introductory remarks by requesting parallel 

meetings at the early stages in May and stand ready to engage in informal consultations beyond 

normal business hours if necessary. Beyond that, if the Committee were forced to continue its 

deliberations in June this must be with appropriate conference services and the essential presence 

and support of the Fifth Committee Secretariat. 

For future second resumed sessions, as we said in our letter, we believe that the back-to-back 

organisation of the second resumed session of the Fifth Committee with the Committee for 

Programme and Coordination is no longer sustainable and hampers the functioning of the Fifth 

Committee. Therefore, we request that this issue be discussed in the Bureau of the Fifth 

Committee, in consultation with the Fifth Committee Secretariat, with a view to formulating 

concrete, lasting and structural solutions ahead of the next session of the Committee on 

Conferences. The Member States of the EU stand ready to engage constructively on this 



important matter with the objective to make progress before the official end of our current 

session.      

Mr Chairman,  

To conclude, let me reiterate that the Member States of the European Union are committed to 

working closely with all partners in a spirit of openness, transparency and constructive 

cooperation. We fully support the views expressed in your introductory comments and rely on 

your skilful guidance as chair in aiming at reaching decisions and finishing this Second Resumed 

Session on time, just as we managed to do in our First Resumed Session in March. 

 

I thank you, Mr Chairman. 


